
Funding Application: Undergraduate Senate [AGU-000113]

Student Organization
Stanford Mendicants

Program Title
Stanford Mendicants Annual Grant

Start Date
01-SEP-2019

End Date
20-JUN-2020

Academic Year
2019-2020 Academic Year

Grant Type
Annual

Funding Line(s)

Line # Account Line Description Funding Manager 
Notes

Event Name Event Date Requested
Amount

Recommended
Amount

Approved
Amount

1 01-6283-30-2900 
(Annual Grants - 
Honoraria - VSO)

Workshop for ICCA set 
with Chris Rishel, 
producer of a cappella 
projects such as Pitch 
Perfect, the Sing-Off, 
and Glee. 2 workshop, 
$500 each, ($1000)

$1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00

2 01-6283-30-2920 
(Annual Grants - 
Event Food & 
Supplies - VSO)

Fall Auditions: 3 nights 
of auditions, $6 per meal
for 20 people ($360)
Fall Recruitment BBQ 
($75)
Winter and Spring BBQ 
for Alumni and Current 
Members ($150)
Dinner for members on 
show nights, $9 per 
meal, 19 members, 2 
shows, ($342)

$927.00 $927.00 $927.00

3 01-6283-30-2930 
(Annual Grants - 
Marketing & 
Printing - VSO)

Printed music and 
recruitment flyers for 
auditions ($90)
Show publicity flyers 
($90)
Printed music for 
members. $0.13 per 
sheet, approximately 70 
sheets through the year,
19 members, ($172)

$352.00 $352.00 $352.00

4 01-6283-30-2940 New jackets for new $600.00 $600.00 $600.00



Line # Account Line Description Funding Manager 
Notes

Event Name Event Date Requested
Amount

Recommended
Amount

Approved
Amount

(Annual Grants - 
Costumes & 
Uniforms - VSO)

members of the 
Mendicants. $75 per 
jacket, 8 new members, 
($600)

5 01-6283-30-2955 
(Annual Grants - 
Equipment - VSO)

Rentals for Fall, Winter, 
and Spring shows ($500
each)

$1,500.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00

6 01-6283-30-2970 
(Annual Grants - 
Royalties - VSO)

Album recording mixing,
and editing.

We typically have used:

Bill Hare for recording 
and mastering, (approx 
$8500 for next year)

Emerald City for editing, 
(approx $2000 for next 
year)

$10,500.00 $10,500.00 $10,500.00

7 01-6283-30-2980 
(Annual Grants - 
Registration & 
Tickets - VSO)

Regional ICCA 
competition registration 
fee

$250.00 $250.00 $250.00

8 01-6283-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Transport: 
Gas to travel to LA for 
alumni association 
performance. 3 cars, 
500 miles round trip, 
$0.54 per mile, ($810)
Gas for off-campus gigs.
3 cars, $10 per car, 1 
gig per month, 7 months
($210)

$1,020.00 $1,020.00 $1,020.00

9 01-6283-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Accommodations: 
House in Los Angeles 
for 21 members for 
annual MLK tour to 
perform for Stanford 
Alumni ($1950)

$1,950.00 $1,950.00 $1,950.00

Requested Recommended

Totals $18,099.00 $18,099.00

Final Allocation $18,099.00



Questions

Question Answer
Please provide four contacts for your group (two must be graduates if also applying for Graduate Annual grants). 
These individuals should be prepared to be called by the Undergraduate Senate or the GSC during the evaluation of 
the group. Please list their name, title in organization, school/degree program, e-mail, and phone.

Chris Adusei-Poku: Business Manager, Management Science & Engineering, 
caduseip@stanford.edu, (607) 331-2945
Austin Zambito-Valente: President, CS + Music, azv04@stanford.edu, (917) 373-
4088
Ben Simon: Assistant Music Director, Economics, bsimon97@stanford.edu, (617) 
595-8244
Kris Kaya: Music Director, Symbolic Systems, kkaya23@stanford.edu, (310) 982-
3542

Are you also applying for Graduate Annual Grants? No, we are not applying for graduate annual grants.
Please define the services provided by your group with the Special Fee, as per the ASSU Constitution: The special fee is used by the Mendicants to produce nationally-competitive a 

cappella music that represents Stanford and our student body in a positive manner. 
We also seek to give alumni an opportunity to connect with current students, and 
give current students the opportunity to enjoy music created by students, for 
students.

If you are an umbrella group, please list the groups for which you are applying for Annual grants, their ASSU account 
numbers, and contact information for their financial officers.

We are not an umbrella group.

How do you plan to publicize your events/programs to the greater Stanford community? Have you registered with 
Events at Stanford?

We always register our events through all possible official channels. Additionally, we 
create a public Facebook page and distribute flyers to all dorms and many prominent
public spaces on campus.

What is the average attendance at your events? Our shows generally have approximately 200 audience members.
Have you applied for Annual Grants in the past 3 years? If so, please detail the outcome of each attempt. Yes, we have applied for annual grants in all 3 of the past 3 years. Each year, our 

budget has been met with generally no issue.
What events/programs does your group hold throughout the year for the Stanford community? We hold Winter and Spring shows that only feature the Mendicants, and this is the 

primary venue for us to connect with the student body. However, we generally host at
least 2 shows during the year that feature visiting a cappella groups from sister 
universities as well as other Stanford groups. We also perform serenades all over 
campus on Valentines day, generally singing for more than 14 hours throughout that 
day.

What are the three largest line item requests in your budget and why? Our first largest line item request is for the production of our albums. We feel that to 
continue improving our group and moving forward, it is essential that we release 
recorded, polished, and professionally edited albums in physical and streaming form.
The next largest line item is expenses relating to our trip to Los Angeles each year 
during MLK weekend. This tradition, in partnership with the alumni association and 
the alumni clubs of San Diego and Orange County, is more than 30 years old. 
Sharing our work with alum and giving them an opportunity to maintain a relationship 
with Stanford is one of the most rewarding experiences as a Mendicant. The third 
largest item is the rentals for our 3 shows throughout the year. This is the primary 
way we are able to share our work with the student body, and we require a variety of 
equipment including speakers and lights to do so.

Why are you requesting Annual Grants? We are requesting an annual grant to continue the Mendicants long tradition of 
bringing Stanford a cappella to our student body, our alumni, and the world.

If you applied for Annual Grants last year, is there an increase in the amount you're seeking this year? If so, why? There is a net increase of approximately $429, or 2.4%. This is to account for 
standard rate increases in equipment rental as well as rising transportation costs. 



Question Answer
Additionally, we are now printing music for our members and providing food to 
members during shows and auditions to reduce financial obstacles to being in our 
group, which increased our printing and food budgets. 

History

Date Assignment Group Assignee Action Comments
13-JAN-2019 09:24 
PM

In Progress ryland FO Submitted

25-JAN-2019 12:04 
PM

Funding Admin Withdrawn

25-JAN-2019 01:55 
PM

In Progress ryland FO Submitted

25-JAN-2019 05:30 
PM

Funding Admin Withdrawn

25-JAN-2019 05:34 
PM

In Progress ryland FO Submitted

25-JAN-2019 05:35 
PM

Funding Admin Assigned

04-FEB-2019 08:32 
AM

Funding Committee faadia Send to FO The committee would like you to submit additional documentation for your application. We are not able to fund 
music recording and mixing in which the funds go towards an individual coming to the bay area to stay and 
perform his or her services. Use of a local mixing company is permitted. This documentation must be submitted 
before Friday, Feb 8th.

04-FEB-2019 08:39 
AM

In Progress ryland FO Submitted

08-FEB-2019 11:46 
AM

Funding Admin Withdrawn

08-FEB-2019 06:42 
PM

In Progress ryland FO Submitted

08-FEB-2019 06:43 
PM

Funding Admin Assigned

20-FEB-2019 12:22 
PM

Funding Committee motown95 Approved

20-FEB-2019 12:26 
PM

Legislative Body motown95 Approved

20-FEB-2019 12:26 
PM

Accountant Assigned

05-MAR-2019 08:19 
PM

Accountant sbenton Unassigned

05-MAR-2019 10:01 
PM

Accountant


