
4/2/2017

Stanford Solar Car Project 7848 [#17970]
ASSU Special Fees

Status: Recommended As-is Financial Officer: Jim Liu

Budgeted Requested Recommende Approved Petitioned ElectedApplication Summary

$102,300.00$(102,300.00) $102,300.00 $102,300.00APPLICATION TOTALS

$102,300.00$102,300.00 $102,300.00Undergraduate Special Fees

$330.00$(330.00) $330.00 $330.00    6510 - Regular Meeting Food

$16,020.00$(16,020.00) $16,020.00 $16,020.00    6560 - Event Food

$1,250.00$(1,250.00) $1,250.00 $1,250.00    7130 - Postage/Courier

$29,200.00$(29,200.00) $29,200.00 $29,200.00    7410 - Equipment Purchase (Non-Cap)

$2,200.00$(2,200.00) $2,200.00 $2,200.00    7460 - Costumes / Uniforms

$6,000.00$(6,000.00) $6,000.00 $6,000.00    7710 - Travel Fares

$6,500.00$(6,500.00) $6,500.00 $6,500.00    7720 - Gas

$12,000.00$(12,000.00) $12,000.00 $12,000.00    7730 - Car / Van Rental

$28,800.00$(28,800.00) $28,800.00 $28,800.00    7740 - Accomodations

$(102,300.00)[All Expense Total]

APPLICATION SUMMARY
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Stanford Solar Car Project 7848 [#17970]
ASSU Special Fees

Have you applied for Special Fees in the past 3 years? If 

so, please detail the outcome of each attempt.

2014-2015: $96,300

2015-2016: $93,000

2016-2017: $97,650

How do you plan to publicize your events/programs to the 

greater Stanford community? Have you registered with 

Events at Stanford?

In addition to working closely with beam to host career related 

events we openly publicize and promote general meetings as well 

as other major events that we host do distribution in mailing list 

and by word-of-mouth. We currently are not registered with 

events at Stanford but definitely will consider the option!

If you applied for Special Fees last year, is there an 

increase in the amount you're seeking this year? If so, 

why?

Yes, the increase is 4.5%, partially to account for inflation but also 

because we are growing as a group. The increase is going directly 

to improving the experience we are able to offer to Stanford 

students and improving our race results!

If you are an umbrella group, please list the groups for 

which you are applying for Special Fees, their ASSU 

account numbers, and contact

information for their financial officers.

We are not an umbrella group

Please define the services provided by your group with 

the Special Fee, as per the ASSU Constitution:

We provide all Stanford Students with a unique educational project 

that is a combination of both engineering and business. Anyone 

who joins our project will learn the skills they need to contribute to 

building a car to race in Australia. This is a long term project with 

very real deadlines and tangible results that many students seek, 

but are unable to find in classrooms. We encourage anyone to join 

and we are 100% open!

Please list all:1) assets, 2) reserves, 3) authorized and 

unauthorized non-ASSU bank accounts, 4) sources of 

funding other than Special

We currently own all of the finished fabrication results from our 

last cycle (Arctan). That includes the carbon-fiber body for the car, 

motors, battery packs, solar array, wheels, MPPTs, as well as 

various other spare parts. We reuse as much as we can (like the 

motors and MPPTs), but rules change every 2 years and often 

doesn&amp;#39;t allow us to reuse certain materials. We only 

have the standard bank account with ASSU. In addition to special 

fees, we fundraise externally as well. We have over 50 sponsors 

and every bit helps us improve as a competitive team and as an 

educational experience.

What are the three largest line item requests in your 

budget and why?

1) Equipment Purchase $29,000 - This line item is considerably 

lower than last year because when the funds arrive, we will have 

largely completed building the 2017 Solar Car. However, there is 

the need to secure vinyl for the car as well as convoy vehicles 

during the race and building or repair equipment for needs that 

arise during test driving/the actual race. Because the race ends in 

October, the majority of the amount is earmarked to purchase 

SunPower Solar Cells in the Spring for the next car!

2) Accommodations $28,800 - The race crew travels to Australia 

for a total of 50 days starting in August until October. This line 

item will be used to pay for housing and camping fees. No fancy 

hotels here, we squeeze as many people as is safe to try and keep 

costs down. Additionally a small portion is allocated for a summer 

housing stipend. Many team members forgo summer internships to 

work on Solar Car full-time (unpaid), some are able to secure 

research grants, but for most a housing stipend definitely means a 

lot.

3)Event Food $16,020- The majority of this will be used for food 

during the Race. Our crew of 20 people will be in Australia for 50 

days. We increased our food budget for Australia moderately from 

last cycle because the team only could afford PB&amp;amp;J 

sandwiches for 50 days...and they ran out towards the end as well. 

The rest is allocated for Welcome BBQ&amp;#39;s for new 

students and alumni and well as networking events, where our 

sponsors interact with our team!

What events/programs does your group hold throughout 

the year for the Stanford Community?

In the past we have held engineering workshops for open to all 

Stanford students and also major unveiling events that allows 

Stanford students to connect with our sponsors. This year we are 

already working with the career ventures team and BEAM at 

Stanford to host career fairs and mixers that would benefit of 

Stanford students by connecting them with the opportunities 

available with our sponsors.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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Stanford Solar Car Project 7848 [#17970]
ASSU Special Fees

What is the average attendance at your events?

We meet twice a week with around 50 members at each meeting. 

Our biannual unveiling event attracts upwards of 100 people. 

Additionally this cycle, our team has grown significantly adding on 

more than 20 new members. We are completely open to all 

Stanford students and actively encourage participation on 

engineering and business projects.

Why are you requesting Special Fees?

We have always been grateful for ASSU&amp;#39;s support of 

the Stanford Solar Car Project in the past. Over the years, the 

Stanford Solar Car Project has become one of the best 

Undergraduate Solar Car Teams in the world, surpassing teams 

from the likes of UC Berkeley and MIT. ASSU has always been our 

single largest source of funding (largest Sponsor). 

ASSU&amp;#39;s support has been critical to our tremendous 

growth and success while allowing us to stay bur to our mission - 

provide Stanford students with an open, hands-on and rewarding 

engineering/business project that can&amp;#39;t be found in a 

classroom.
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Stanford Solar Car Project 7848 [#17970]
ASSU Special Fees

RecommenRequestedBudgeted Approved Petitioned Elected

Non Event-Specific $102,300.00$102,300.00$102,300.00$(102,300.00)

ElectedPetitionedApprovedRecommenRequestedBudgeted

Regular Meeting Food

(Undergraduate Special 

Fees/Annual)

$330.00$330.00$330.00$(330.00)Regular meeting food6510

Event Food

(Undergraduate Special 

Fees/Annual)

$16,020.00$16,020.00$16,020.00$(16,020.00)Meals for team in Australia (50 days, 20 people) 

Welcome BBQ, Alumni BBQ, Networking event 

food with Sponsors

6560

Postage/Courier

(Undergraduate Special 

Fees/Annual)

$1,250.00$1,250.00$1,250.00$(1,250.00)Shipping for thank you packages to sponsors 

and paying for shipping donated parts

7130

Equipment Purchase 

(Non-Cap)

(Undergraduate Special 

Fees/Annual)

$29,200.00$29,200.00$29,200.00$(29,200.00)Vinyl for convoy vehicles, summer building 

materials, repair materials in australia, new 

member engineering projects, purchase of 

sunpower solar cells:

-$5,200 will be going towards Vinyl to cover our 

chase vehicles

-$1,000 towards building materials during 

summer road testing prior to the race

-$2,000 for unexpected parts costs in Australia 

if we need to make adjustments or repair to the 

car

-$3,000 will be for new projects for new 

members to learn engineering skills after the 

race is over and the next team is being 

assembled (Fall 2017 - Spring 2018)

-$18,000 is budgeted for the Purchase of 

SunPower cells in Spring 2018 that will be used 

in the 2019 car

7410

Costumes / Uniforms

(Undergraduate Special 

Fees/Annual)

$2,200.00$2,200.00$2,200.00$(2,200.00)Team Race uniforms7460

Travel Fares

(Undergraduate Special 

Fees/Annual)

$6,000.00$6,000.00$6,000.00$(6,000.00)Flight subsidy for team members to go to 

Australia (20 People)

7710

Gas

(Undergraduate Special 

Fees/Annual)

$6,500.00$6,500.00$6,500.00$(6,500.00)gas for summer test drives and australia 

(convoy vehicles and trailer)

7720

Car / Van Rental

(Undergraduate Special 

Fees/Annual)

$12,000.00$12,000.00$12,000.00$(12,000.00)Car and trailer rental in Australia7730

Accomodations

(Undergraduate Special 

Fees/Annual)

$28,800.00$28,800.00$28,800.00$(28,800.00)Pre race, race, post race housing and partial 

subsidy for summer housing for individuals 

who choose to work full time on solar car

7740

$102,300.00 $(102,300.00) $102,300.00 $102,300.00 APPLICATION TOTALS

BUDGET DETAIL
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Stanford Solar Car Project 7848 [#17970]
ASSU Special Fees

ACCOUNT BALANCES

BalanceAccount

1-7848-0-0-1700 SSCP STUDENT GROUP LOAN $0.00

2-7848-1-0-2800 ST SOLAR CAR PROJECT $218,372.86

2-7848-2-5-6510 ST SOLAR CAR SPEC FEE MEETING FOOD $0.00

2-7848-2-5-7130 ST SOLAR CAR SPEC FEE POSTAGE/COURIER $94.73

2-7848-2-5-7200 ST SOLAR CAR SPEC FEE GEN MKTG EXP $0.00

2-7848-2-5-7410 ST SOLAR CAR SPEC FEE EQUIP (NON-CAP) -$723.54

2-7848-2-5-7510 ST SOLAR CAR SPEC FEE FACILITIES RENTAL $6,300.00

2-7848-2-5-7720 ST SOLAR CAR SPEC FEE GAS $565.35

2-7848-9-0-2820 ST SOLAR CAR  RESERVE $1,691.10
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