
Funding Application: Graduate Student Council [AGG-000037]

Student Organization
Stanford Solar Car Project

Program Title
Stanford Solar Car Project

Start Date
01-SEP-2019

End Date
31-AUG-2020

Academic Year
2019-2020 Academic Year

Grant Type
Annual

Funding Line(s)

Line # Account Line Description Funding Manager 
Notes

Event Name Event Date Requested
Amount

Recommended
Amount

Approved
Amount

1 01-7848-30-2955 
(Annual Grants - 
Equipment - VSO)

Manufacturing costs for 
parts

Was not on original 
app, so cannot be 
approved

$1,378.26 $0.00 $0.00

2 01-7848-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Insurance on solar car 
during race

Was not on original 
app, so cannot be 
approved

$755.70 $0.00 $0.00

3 01-7848-30-2955 
(Annual Grants - 
Equipment - VSO)

Windshield parts Was not on original 
app, so cannot be 
approved

$160.55 $0.00 $0.00

4 01-7848-30-2955 
(Annual Grants - 
Equipment - VSO)

Solar car tube inserts Was not on original 
app, so cannot be 
approved

$843.00 $0.00 $0.00

5 01-7848-30-2955 
(Annual Grants - 
Equipment - VSO)

Car Paint Materials $500.00 $0.00 $0.00

6 01-7848-30-2960 
(Annual Grants - 
Meeting Food - 
VSO)

Weekly meeting food $33.00 $33.00 $33.00

7 01-7848-30-2940 
(Annual Grants - 
Costumes & 
Uniforms - VSO)

Team Race Shirts $148.50 $148.50 $148.50

8 01-7848-30-2955 
(Annual Grants - 
Equipment - VSO)

Gallium Arsenide Solar 
Cells: 4664 count

$4,664.00 $4,664.00 $4,664.00

9 01-7848-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Housing in Australia $191.40 $191.40 $191.40

10 01-7848-30-2990 Subsidy for airfare for $660.00 $660.00 $660.00



Line # Account Line Description Funding Manager 
Notes

Event Name Event Date Requested
Amount

Recommended
Amount

Approved
Amount

(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

team members travelling
to WSC

11 01-7848-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Insurance on race 
vehicles

$545.80 $545.80 $545.80

12 01-7848-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Vehicles for test drive $660.00 $660.00 $660.00

13 01-7848-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Various Gas expenses $360.00 $360.00 $360.00

14 01-7848-30-2920 
(Annual Grants - 
Event Food & 
Supplies - VSO)

Meals for team in 
Australia

$800.00 $800.00 $800.00

15 01-7848-30-2920 
(Annual Grants - 
Event Food & 
Supplies - VSO)

Food: Quarterly 
Outreach Event

$90.00 $90.00 $90.00

Requested Recommended

Totals $11,790.21 $8,152.70

Final Allocation $8,152.70

Questions

Question Answer
What is the average attendance at your events? Weekly meetings: 30

Quarterly outreach events: 50
World Solar Challenge competition: 22
We estimate that a couple hundred students students attend at least one Solar Car 
event each year; approximately 10% of these students are graduate students.

Why are you requesting Annual Grants? Every two years, the Stanford Solar Car team has hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in expenses for equipment, travel, housing, and much more. All of these expenses 
are critical to the building of our team's solar car, our group's main function. While we
try to get the vast majority of these expenses covered by sponsors, we are left with 
paying hundreds of thousands of dollars per year out of pocket, much of which 
comes from the ASSU Annual Grant.

What are the three largest line item requests in your budget and why? Gallium Arsenide Cells: this technology is very expensive, but our group is using 
them in the future, as we believe it will greatly enhance the performance of our car. 
Of course, solar cells are essential to our group's function.



Question Answer
Manufacturing costs: The parts of the car we design are highly customized to 
achieve maximum performance. As a result, many part of the car must be personally 
machined. These parts are also absolutely essential to our group's function.
Tube Inserts: Yet another equipment cost we face is tubing for our car. Once again, 
this item is essential to the design of our car and therefor function of our group.

What events/programs does your group hold throughout the year for the Stanford community? Each quarter, we hold an outreach event that allows students to learn more about the
solar car team, and network with its members. This event is advertised to all of 
campus. Additionally, all of our meetings and events are open to anyone interested in
Solar Car!

Have you applied for Annual Grants in the past 3 years? If so, please detail the outcome of each attempt. Yes. Respectively in the last three years, we have received $97,000, $102,000, and 
$105,000, all from undergraduate sources.

Please provide four contacts for your group (two must be undergraduates if also applying for Undergraduate Senate 
Annual Grants). These individuals should be prepared to be called by the Undergraduate Senate or the GSC during 
the evaluation of the group. Please list their name, title in organization, school/degree program, e-mail, and phone.

Peter Hansel, FO, CS and Math, pwhansel@stanford.edu (507) 271-1178
Cori Brendel, Team Lead, Materials Engineering, cbrendel@stanford.edu (717) 723-
6946
(Graduate) Jean-Marc Nugent, Battery Engineer, Mechanical Engineering, 
jmnugent@stanford.edu, (301) 518-2464
(Graduate) Andrew Nolff, Mechanical team member, Mechanical Engineering, 
Ajn5233@stanford.edu, (973) 618-6359

How do you plan to publicize your events/programs to the greater Stanford community? We make posters, blast out emails, and use word of mouth to get the word out about 
our events.

If you are an umbrella group, please list the groups for which you are applying for Annual Grants, their ASSU account
numbers, and contact information for their financial officers.

N/A

Please define the services provided by your group with the Special Fee, as per the ASSU Constitution: The Stanford Solar Car Project provides the student body with invaluable hands-on 
learning experiences in all fields of study. From engineering to business to design 
and code, there is every opportunity for students to take on responsibility, address a 
complex problem, and apply their theories learned in class to a physical project. We 
offer a community to the student body where anyone can learn, innovate, and 
become part of a team.

Are you also applying for Undergraduate Senate Annual Grants? Yes; 90% of our members are undergraduate students, so we are requesting 90% of 
our total Annual grant from the undergraduate senate.

If you applied for Annual Grants last year, is there an increase in the amount you're seeking this year? If so, why? This is the first time we are requesting an annual grant from the GSC. The 
undergraduate portion of the grant request is nearly identical to last year.
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