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Funding Line(s)

Line # Account Line Description Funding Manager 
Notes

Event Name Event Date Requested
Amount

Recommended
Amount

Approved
Amount

1 01-7487-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Car Rental - have been 
covering out of our 
2800. We've seen an 
increased use of Uber 
etc., and so, are 
introducing travel to our 
budget this year.

Quantity = 9, Price Per 
Unit = $12

$108.00 $108.00 $108.00

2 01-7487-30-2960 
(Annual Grants - 
Meeting Food - 
VSO)

Meeting food - 
Attendance has 
increased since last 
year to 50-75 
people/meeting.
10 meetings/quarter.

Quantity = 30, Price Per 
Unit = $10

2-part documentation.

Cut made based on 
current guidelines.

$300.00 $300.00 $300.00

3 01-7487-30-2950 
(Annual Grants - 
Office Supplies - 
VSO)

General Supplies - 
Annual SIG Holiday 
cards.

Quantity = 250, Price 
Per Unit = $2.80 

$700.00 $700.00 $700.00

4 01-7487-30-2950 
(Annual Grants - 
Office Supplies - 

Postage - Envelopes 
and stamps for annual 
SIG holiday card. 

$125.00 $125.00 $125.00

Sana Gujral
Note: we made changes to the PDF to reflect a change in our requested budget, 
with permission from Luka Fatuesi (ASSU)薠



Line # Account Line Description Funding Manager 
Notes

Event Name Event Date Requested
Amount

Recommended
Amount

Approved
Amount

VSO) Assuming same 
number, buffer for 
inflation. Used for 
alumni connections for 
fellowships.

Quantity = 250, Price 
Per Unit = $0.50

5 01-7487-30-2930 
(Annual Grants - 
Marketing & 
Printing - VSO)

Website Maintenance - 
This costs us $20.30 per
year to host our website 
- sig.stanford.edu

$21.00 $21.00 $21.00

6 01-7487-30-2930 
(Annual Grants - 
Marketing & 
Printing - VSO)

Cosponsorship 
marketing - To replace 
marketing funds 
previously used in co-
sponsorships, e.g. Title 
IX event.

$500.00 $500.00 $500.00

7 01-7487-30-2930 
(Annual Grants - 
Marketing & 
Printing - VSO)

Canva for Work - Yearly 
membership used by 
graphics team for 
website and 
fellowships/stipends 
marketing. ($119.40)

$120.00 $120.00 $120.00

8 01-7487-30-2930 
(Annual Grants - 
Marketing & 
Printing - VSO)

Facebook - Facebook 
advertising for events 
throughout the term. 
Most other marketing 
done through email.

Documentation given for
approx 1.5 quarters and 
calculation based on the
same for the entire year.

$25.00 $25.00 $25.00

9 01-7487-30-2930 
(Annual Grants - 
Marketing & 
Printing - VSO)

Flyers - For marketing 
SIG fellowship/stipends 
program. Our 
responsibility, Haas 
funds fellowships 
themselves.

$300.00 $300.00 $300.00

10 01-7487-30-2920 
(Annual Grants - 
Event Food & 
Supplies - VSO)

Open houses/small 
events - Given our 
increase in recruitment-
oriented activities since 
last year, we've decided 
to increase the cost from
$30 to $40.

$320.00 $320.00 $320.00



Line # Account Line Description Funding Manager 
Notes

Event Name Event Date Requested
Amount

Recommended
Amount

Approved
Amount

Quantity = 8, Price Per 
Unit = $40

Collective 
documentation provided 
from 2017-2018.

11 01-7487-30-2920 
(Annual Grants - 
Event Food & 
Supplies - VSO)

Policy lunch/dinner 
events  (e.g. Wiener) - 
Catered lunch for policy 
lunches/dinners with 
local politicians, 
professors, etc. Open to 
public, widely publicized,
attendance varies but 
approx 25/event.

Quantity = 20, Price Per 
Unit = $230

$4,600.00 $4,600.00 $4,600.00

12 01-7487-30-2900 
(Annual Grants - 
Honoraria - VSO)

Smaller speaker events 
- Speaker fees for 
smaller events. 
Speakers at these small 
events typically do not 
charge. 

Quantity = 3, Price Per 
Unit = $1000

$3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00

13 01-7487-30-2900 
(Annual Grants - 
Honoraria - VSO)

Flagship speaker event -
Event with a well-known 
public servant/politician. 
Susan Rice last year. 
Covers part of speaker 
fee, typically shared with
co-sponsor(s). 

Quantity = 1, Price Per 
Unit = $12500

$12,500.00 $12,500.00 $12,500.00

14 01-7487-30-2910 
(Annual Grants - 
Event Services - 
VSO)

Small special events 
(e.g. Ballmer) - Smaller 
special events that 
require less space, 
security, logistical 
preparation, etc.

Quantity = 3, Price Per 
Unit = $450

$1,350.00 $1,350.00 $1,350.00

15 01-7487-30-2910 Large special events $4,000.00 $4,000.00 $4,000.00



Line # Account Line Description Funding Manager 
Notes

Event Name Event Date Requested
Amount

Recommended
Amount

Approved
Amount

(Annual Grants - 
Event Services - 
VSO)

(e.g. Becerra) - Special 
events with high-profile 
speakers, slightly 
smaller than "flagship" 
event.

Quantity = 2, Price Per 
Unit = $2000

2-part documentation.
16 01-7487-30-2910 

(Annual Grants - 
Event Services - 
VSO)

Flagship speaker event 
(e.g. Rice) - Event with a
well-known public 
servant/politician. Susan
Rice last year.

Quantity = 1, Price Per 
Unit = $2700

$2,700.00 $2,700.00 $2,700.00

17 01-7487-30-2910 
(Annual Grants - 
Event Services - 
VSO)

Policy debates - Student
/ professor debates over
such topics as 
divestment, tax reform, 
etc.

Quantity = 3, Price Per 
Unit = $2700

$8,100.00 $8,100.00 $8,100.00

Requested Recommended

Totals $38,769.00 $38,769.00

Final Allocation $38,769.00

Questions

Question Answer
Please provide four contacts for your group (two must be graduates if also applying for Graduate Annual grants). 
These individuals should be prepared to be called by the Undergraduate Senate or the GSC during the evaluation of 
the group. Please list their name, title in organization, school/degree program, e-mail, and phone.

Olivia Martin, Chair, Economics, Class of 2019, omartin@stanford.edu, (619)-518-
5595
Sana Gujral, Financial Officer, Economics and Math & Computational Science, Class
of 2020, sgujral@stanford.edu, (650)-575-4538
Sam Feineh, Vice Chair of Programming, Political Science, Class of 2019, 
sfeineh@stanford.edu, (916)-316-2266
Ana Cabrera, Vice Chair of Operations, Public Policy, Class of 2020, 



Question Answer
acabr124@stanford.edu, (305)-316-1402

Are you also applying for Graduate Annual Grants? No - as we don't have any graduate members.
Please define the services provided by your group with the Special Fee, as per the ASSU Constitution: Stanford in Government (SIG) helps create a culture of civic and political 

engagement on campus by offering opportunities for students to engage with and 
pursue policy as public service. As a nonpartisan, student-led affiliate of the Haas 
Center for Public Service, we welcome members of all political affiliations. We offer 
policy internships in a variety of disciplines in locations around the world. We 
organize events around a broad range of topics, and are committed to engaging with 
diverse perspectives about important policy issues. We have also expanded efforts 
to bridge the gap between technology and policy by hosting annual policy 
hackathons with SIEPR, which engage dozens of student teams in using data to 
create real-world policy tools.
Stanford in Government seeks to inspire institutional reform as a tool for public 
benefit by hosting discussions with political leaders and policy professionals, funding 
more than 80 summer opportunities at policy-related organizations, and promoting 
civic engagement on campus through initiatives like voter registration campaigns. We
hope to remove all barriers to civic engagement, whether that be by removing 
financial barriers to unpaid policy internships, by supporting students in the process 
of registering to vote and becoming informed citizens, or by connecting students to 
leaders creating institutional reform through policy, politics, activism, and more.
None of these efforts would be possible without receiving an Annual Grant from 
ASSU.

If you are an umbrella group, please list the groups for which you are applying for Annual grants, their ASSU account 
numbers, and contact information for their financial officers.

N/A

How do you plan to publicize your events/programs to the greater Stanford community? Have you registered with 
Events at Stanford?

We have a branch of our organization dedicated to Communications, which consists 
of: Social Media, (Email) Marketing, and Graphic Design. First, for each event, we 
send out approximately two MailChimp emails to the sig-friends email list, which has 
nearly two thousand interested students on it. Second, we now send a bi-weekly 
digest of all of our events to the sig-friends email list. Third, for most of our events, 
we have members forward the email about the event to their individual dorm and 
group lists during meeting time, dramatically expanding our reach to many different 
communities. Fourth, for our mid-range and larger events we try to update our 
website page as well as our Facebook page, which has 1,799 likes and follows. Fifth,
for our larger events like the Alicia Garza/Carmen Perez event or the Party at the 
Post Office, we create exciting print posters that we distribute throughout campus. 
Sixth, we often leverage co-partnerships with other student groups to help us 
publicize events in communities we may not have as much reach in, such as when 
we partnered the Stanford Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Enthusiasts to do an event on 
U.S. Drone Policy.

We hope to continue these efforts in the upcoming year, with a new emphasis on 
encouraging more non-SIG members to join the sig-friends email list. We are 
considering creating an email list that would only receive our new bi-weekly digest of 
events that hopefully even more undergraduates would be willing to be on as they 
would receive fewer emails. It would be great if we could get at least ¿ or ¿ of the 
student body on that list. We also plan to refine our strategy for utilising SIG 
members to mass-forward email to community and dorm groups.



Question Answer
We currently have registered only our larger events with Stanford Events, but we 
would love to register most all of our events with Stanford Events as we move 
forward.

What is the average attendance at your events? Stanford in Government's average attendance at our weekly meetings is 50-75 
people. 

Average attendance at our events open to the community ranges based on the size 
of our event. Before, our smallest events - Policy Lunches - typically drew 10-25 
students. However, since the creation of the Policy Dinners program this quarter 
(listed as a class under Polisci 22SI), our near-weekly policy dinners have had 
approximately 40-60+ in attendance each week. The next size of events is our 
General Events, which occur 2-4 times a quarter, and typically have about 40 people 
in attendance. The largest size of our events is Special Events, which occur 1-2 
times a year, and typically have attendance from 100-300+ people.

We have also experimented with different style events, such as Coffee and 
Conversations, which garner about 20 attendees; Debates, which garner 30-50 
attendees, and more.

Have you applied for Annual Grants in the past 3 years? If so, please detail the outcome of each attempt. Yes, we have. There has been a consistent increase in our budget (in terms of 
absolute value) since 2016. 
Annual Grants 2017: we requested $37,360 and saw a 33.52% increase from 2016.
Annual Grants 2018: we requested $38,560 and saw a 3.21% increase from 2017.
Annual Grants 2019 (this year): we have requested $38,949 which is a 1.01% 
increase (as mentioned below), since 2018.

What events/programs does your group hold throughout the year for the Stanford community? On a near weekly basis, we offer either Policy Lunches or Policy Dinners that are 
publicized well in advance. For example, these are some of our recent policy dinners:

1/7/2019: Chris Field, Director of Stanford Woods Institute, ~60 in attendance
1/14/2019: Larry Diamond, Hoover & FSI Senior Fellow, ~60 in attendance
Upcoming: 1/28/2019: Ashley Morris, ACLU Organizing Director

On a bi- or tri-quarterly basis, we offer General Events with slightly larger speakers 
who are typically not Stanford faculty (or are panels of Stanford faculty). For 
example, these are some of our recent General Events:

11/1/2018: A Conversation with the Mayors of Palo Alto and East Palo Alto, ~25-40 
in attendance
1/10/2018 and 1/11/2018: Dinner and Workshop with Campaign Expert Steve 
Jarding, ~30 in attendance
10/25/2017: The Numbers Behind the U.S. Government with Steve Ballmer, ~60-70 
in attendance

On yearly or bi-yearly basis we offer Special Events with large speakers, such as:

5/21/2018: The Role of Activism in Politics with Alicia Garza and Carmen Perez, 
~100 in attendance
11/7/2017: Conversation with Susan Rice and Michael McFaul, ~100 in attendance

$38,769

Sana Gujral


Sana Gujral


Sana Gujral
$38,769

Sana Gujral
0.54%



Question Answer
On a quarterly or bi-quarterly basis, we also hold different styles of events such as 
the following that seek to engage the wider Stanford community in civil and 
constructive dialogue on policy and politics:

11/30/2018: Coffee and Conversation, ~20 in attendance
10/20/2018: Party at the Post Office, providing support for student absentee ballot 
voters, including stamps, envelopes, a notary, and more, ~hundreds of students 
stopped by
3/7/2018: Tax Reform Debate, ~30-50 in attendance

Finally, we also co-sponsor a number events with campus organizations that seek to 
include all voices in Stanford for a non-partisan productive conversations. Through 
these efforts, we seek to uplift other voices on campus:

11/17/2018: The Value of Your Vote - A Faculty Roundtable in partnership with 
History Department, AAAS Department, FGSS Department, and the Haas Center, 
~50 in attendance
Upcoming: 2/12/2019: Understanding California¿s Red Flag Law, in partnership with 
Stanford Law School and the Palo Alto League of Women¿s Voters

What are the three largest line item requests in your budget and why? Honoraria: Flagship speaker event ($12,500)
This is an event with a well-known public servant / politician - we had Susan Rice last
year. We typically hold one such event in an year. This requested amount (i.e. 
$12,500) has remained the same since last year and it covers part of speaker fee, 
typically shared with co-sponsor(s). 

Event Services: Policy debates ($8,100)
These are student / professor debates over such topics as divestment, free speech, 
etc. We typically hold three such events in an year (an average of one policy debate 
per quarter). This year, we will for example be having a debate on healthcare 
involving a number of student groups. This requested amount (i.e. $8,100) has 
remained the same since last year.

Event Food: Policy lunch/dinner events ($4,600)
These are for policy lunches / dinners with local politicians, professors, etc. The 
events are open to public and widely publicized. The attendance varies but approx 
25 for a policy lunch and 50-60 for a policy dinner, and we hold around 20 such 
events in a year. This requested amount (i.e. $4,600) has remained the same since 
last year and it covers costs of the catered meal.

Why are you requesting Annual Grants? Our annual grant enables our programming, summer opportunities, and voter 
registration efforts, all of which are open to and explicitly aimed at the Stanford 
community. We were one of the first previously selective Stanford groups to fully 
implement open membership and are proud of our membership that represents a 
wide diversity of years, majors, and backgrounds, but our audience goes beyond the 
students welcomed at our regular planning meetings. We seek to host events where 
all members of the Stanford community are interested in attending¿not just those 
who select into SIG¿s core membership.
This openness is critical to our mission: to create a culture of civic and political 
engagement on campus by offering opportunities for students to engage with and 



Question Answer
pursue policy as public service. Convincing students that they can make a difference 
on their chosen issue through policy and institutional reform requires that they first 
know that policy work exists in their chosen space. Some of our successful 
partnerships include ones with SCOPE 2035, to host the Mayor of East Palo Alto this
fall, with the Stanford Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Enthusiasts, to host a panel on U.S. 
Drone Policy last spring, and with CS+Social Good to organize paid summer policy 
internships for students to implement their technical skills to create change. Those 
efforts require spending on marketing and honoraria to capture the attention of 
students outside the ¿traditional¿ realm of political science and public policy. 
Stanford in Government has also tirelessly worked to reduce barriers for voting and 
civic engagement for all Stanford students, including by hosting notaries, distributing 
envelopes and stamps, organizing email campaigns, sponsoring non-partisan 
grassroots Get Out the Vote efforts in dorms, and more.
Our broad scope is necessary to communicate the power of policy for every 
community, both next door and overseas. We host a dozen or more events every 
quarter, with topics ranging from the future of the US voting systems to 
entrepreneurship and economy in North Korea. The scale of our events varies 
commensurately from intimate student-led discussions, to lunches with Stanford 
faculty, to major lectures. Most recently, we hosted Steve Jarding, Harvard Kennedy 
School Lecturer and consultant to dozens of senate, gubernatorial, and prime 
minister campaigns around the world. Next week, ACLU Organizing Director Ashley 
Morris will join us for a policy dinner, and our CA-18 representative Anna Eshoo will 
be joining us later this quarter. In our Big Speaker event last spring, we hosted Alicia 
Garza and Carmen Perez in CEMEX Auditorium.

If you applied for Annual Grants last year, is there an increase in the amount you're seeking this year? If so, why? Yes, there is an increase of 1.01% since last year. This is largely due to the increase 
in meeting food costs and the introduction of travel costs into our budget.

History

Date Assignment Group Assignee Action Comments
14-JAN-2019 02:43 
PM

In Progress sgujral FO Submitted

25-JAN-2019 06:56 
PM

Funding Admin Assigned

04-FEB-2019 03:21 
PM

Funding Committee rodsal11 Send to FO If the recommended funds are fine, please submit the application by Feb 8 11:59pm. If there are any questions or
concerns, please come to office hours to discuss them and any options. 

04-FEB-2019 03:27 
PM

In Progress sgujral FO Submitted

08-FEB-2019 06:17 
PM

Funding Admin Assigned

10-FEB-2019 08:59 
PM

Funding Committee rodsal11 Approved

15-FEB-2019 02:53 
PM

Legislative Body rodsal11 Approved

15-FEB-2019 02:53 Accountant

Sana Gujral
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