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Student Organization
Akasma Bellydance

Program Title
Akasma Bellydance Annual Grant 2019-2020

Start Date
20-SEP-2019

End Date
14-JUN-2020

Academic Year
2019-2020 Academic Year

Grant Type
Annual

Funding Line(s)

Line # Account Line Description Funding Manager 
Notes

Event Name Event Date Requested
Amount

Recommended
Amount

Approved
Amount

1 01-5181-30-2980 
(Annual Grants - 
Registration & 
Tickets - VSO)

Registration for USA 
Belly Dance competition
because competition is 
a central part of our 
group.

$600.00 $600.00 $600.00

2 01-5181-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Hotel rooms for team 
while competing. 
(Estimated 3 rooms for 
estimated 2 nights.)

$930.00 $930.00 $930.00

3 01-5181-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Ground transportation 
to/from airport and 
to/from the competition.

$214.00 $214.00 $214.00

4 01-5181-30-2990 
(Annual Grants - 
Travel - VSO)

Plane tickets for travel to
and from Tempe, 
Arizona for the USA 
Belly Dance 
competition.

$2,424.00 $2,424.00 $2,424.00

5 01-5181-30-2940 
(Annual Grants - 
Costumes & 
Uniforms - VSO)

Replace lost and 
damaged crop tops 
which serve as our 
uniform for practice as 
well as part of our 
costumes for more 
informal performances. 
Will be re-used.

$120.00 $120.00 $120.00

6 01-5181-30-2940 
(Annual Grants - 
Costumes & 
Uniforms - VSO)

Replace old oriental 
costumes, which are 
now falling apart, to 
ensure that we have 
costumes for the whole 

$2,520.00 $2,520.00 $2,520.00
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Event Name Event Date Requested
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Approved
Amount

team when performing. 
These costumes will be 
used for competition in 
addition to on-campus 
performances, and they 
will be re-used unti

7 01-5181-30-2955 
(Annual Grants - 
Equipment - VSO)

To replace lost and 
damaged equipment 
such as swords and 
veils.

$315.00 $315.00 $315.00

8 01-5181-30-2950 
(Annual Grants - 
Office Supplies - 
VSO)

Banner to advertise 
group at activities fairs 
and to hang up at our 
spring show.

$60.00 $60.00 $60.00

9 01-5181-30-2930 
(Annual Grants - 
Marketing & 
Printing - VSO)

General advertising, 
including printing flyers 
for auditions, 
workshops, and shows.

$40.00 $40.00 $40.00

10 01-5181-30-2920 
(Annual Grants - 
Event Food & 
Supplies - VSO)

Catering from Oren's 
Hummus to provide 
traditional Middle 
Eastern food for spring 
show guests in order to 
create an authentic 
cultural experience. 
(Estimated 20-30 
guests. 15 on team.)

$545.00 $545.00 $545.00

11 01-5181-30-2910 
(Annual Grants - 
Event Services - 
VSO)

Rental fees for facility, 
lighting, sound, stage, 
and technical services 
for spring show.

$300.00 $300.00 $300.00

12 01-5181-30-2900 
(Annual Grants - 
Honoraria - VSO)

Honoraria to hire 
professional 
choreographer to 
choreograph authentic 
belly dance piece for 
competition.

$750.00 $750.00 $750.00

Requested Recommended

Totals $8,818.00 $8,818.00

Final Allocation $8,818.00



Questions

Question Answer
What is the average attendance at your events? Our team is about 15 members, our workshops usually draw an attendance of 10-15 

people, and our Spring Show usually has 20-30 guests. 
Why are you requesting Annual Grants? We are requesting Annual Grants because we have demonstrated regular need for 

significant funding. Due to the nature of our club, we often require large sums of 
money to fund our competitions and to make sure our costuming and choreography 
is authentic and respectful of the culture. We have tried using other funding sources 
in the past, but they have not met our needs. This will be our 3rd year in a row 
applying for Annual Grants.

What are the three largest line item requests in your budget and why? The largest item in our budget is for costumes. Our team strives to respectfully 
participate in the tradition of bellydance. In order to do this, our costuming needs to 
be culturally accurate. The costumes that our team currently wears for oriental style 
bellydance have significantly deteriorated to the point that they no longer look 
presentable (we have been wearing them for several years), and we have lost some 
of the larger costumes, meaning some of our members do not currently have 
costumes that fit. We wear these costumes for performances, and additionally, when 
we attend competitions, one of the judging criteria is costuming, so it is important for 
us to look cohesive and presentable. We are requesting costume funding so that we 
can have appropriate oriental costuming for the whole team.

The second and third largest items are within travel. They are airfare and 
accommodations. We are requesting travel and hotel funds so that we can attend 
competition. Our team attends a competition each year and competing is a central 
part of our group. Competitions allow us to learn from professional bellydancers and 
improve on our own style and authenticity. We typically place well, and we spend a 
significant portion of our year preparing. There is a lack of authentic competitions 
locally, so we need travel and hotel funds to be able to attend authentic and 
challenging competitions.

What events/programs does your group hold throughout the year for the Stanford community? Our group typically holds two workshops each year so that students who are 
interested in bellydance but don't have the time to join the team still have the 
opportunity to learn and engage. We also perform at various shows throughout the 
year that are put on by other student groups. In the spring we host our own Spring 
Show.

Have you applied for Annual Grants in the past 3 years? If so, please detail the outcome of each attempt. We have applied for Annual Grants for the past 2 years. Our first year we were given 
$17,730 and last year we were given $8,985.

Please provide four contacts for your group (two must be graduates if also applying for Graduate Annual grants). 
These individuals should be prepared to be called by the Undergraduate Senate or the GSC during the evaluation of 
the group. Please list their name, title in organization, school/degree program, e-mail, and phone.

Daisy Feddoes: President (Director), undergrad, dfeddoes@stanford.edu, 347-777-
8577
Brook Getachew: Vice President (Managing Director), undergrad, 
brook2@stanford.edu, 571-267-8061
Savannah Mohacsi: Social Chair, undergrad, smohacsi@stanford.edu, 909-557-
0614
Tara Sullivan: Member, undergrad, trsulliv@stanford.edu, 707-481-6683

How do you plan to publicize your events/programs to the greater Stanford community? Have you registered with 
Events at Stanford?

We publicize our events using Facebook, Instagram, email lists, and flyers.

If you are an umbrella group, please list the groups for which you are applying for Annual grants, their ASSU account 
numbers, and contact information for their financial officers.

We are not an umbrella group.

Please define the services provided by your group with the Special Fee, as per the ASSU Constitution: By teaching and performing bellydance on campus, Akasma works to achieve two 



Question Answer
goals. 

One, we work to celebrate middle eastern culture. We do this by giving students on 
our team a space to explore the culture and practice of middle eastern dance, and 
we spread this passion across campus by holding workshops and performing in 
various shows. We feel this goal of celebrating middle eastern culture is an 
especially important one considering the current political climate of islamophobia. We
hope that our team can help encourage a spirit of not only tolerance, but also 
acceptance and appreciation.  

Our second goal is to spread body positivity. Through dance, Akasma seeks to 
inspire students to become comfortable with body as a vehicle for artistic expression,
and performing helps our team members build self-confidence. We also actively 
spread messages of body positivity at our workshops.

Akasma strives to involve as many students as possible in our goals, and that is why 
we are a group that requires no experience, why we welcome all students who 
express interest, why we host workshops, and why we strive to reach a large 
audience by performing in as many shows throughout the year as possible.

Are you also applying for Graduate Annual Grants? No.
If you applied for Annual Grants last year, is there an increase in the amount you're seeking this year? If so, why? We are not seeking an increase.
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